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Since my retirement from working for the St. Lawrence Seaway in Massena, New York in 2003, my
wife and I have settled in a townhouse in Urbana, Maryland, just a few miles south of the City of
Frederick. We selected Urbana in Frederick County because it is not as developed and congested as
Montgomery County and yet is still not too far from Washington, DC where we can enjoy the
Smithsonian Museums and all other DC landmarks. Historic Old Town in Frederick is interesting with
a lot of antique shops, restaurants and churches. During the past 10 years I have been enjoying visiting
a lot of parks for hiking/walking and photographing, such as Catoctin Mountain Park, Great Falls Park,
Shenandoah National Park etc. The purpose of this paper is to outline some of my favorite photograph
spots in the Greater Washington, DC areas plus some within the day-trip distance.

January/February:

 Good season to shoot (with camera not rifle) flocks of migrating snow and Canadian geese at
Prime Hook and Bombay Hook (DE) National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) and Blackwater NWR
(MD). All three NWR’s are about 2.5 hour drive away and may require overnight stay if one is
interested in taking some sunrise and sunset photos. Port Mahon just south of Bombay Hook
NWR is an excellent location for sunrise shots while Blackwater has always provided excellent
opportunity for sunset photos. Try to get to any of the NWR at least 1-2 hours before the sunset
for shooting the snow geese coming home to the refuge after their day of feeding in the nearby
corn fields. If you are lucky enough you’ll witness the best “air show” by thousands or even
tens of thousands of snow geese.

 National Zoo is a good place to go for photo outing on a warmer winter day. Try to get there
early, say 8:00am when the animals are being fed and the visitors are few. I usually start my
shooting with giant pandas near the entrance of the Zoo and then gradually go down hill. My
other favorites are gorillas and orangutans and of course, the big cats.



March:
 Shoot Snow Geese at Middle Creek Wildlife Area near Lancaster, PA during the first week of

March. This is one of the stops for snow geese to migrate back to Arctic Region after spending
the winter months in the Eastern Shore areas.

 Daffodils can be found at National Arboretum, Brookside Gardens and any residential areas.
 Magnolias in the Smithsonian Castle garden and National Arboretum are my favorite place for

the beautiful shots.
 National Botanic Garden in DC and Brookside Conservatory are also places to go for taking

photographs all year round and special exhibit such as orchids.

April:
 From the end of March through April Lilypons Water Gardens in Frederick provides rare

opportunity to observe and photograph great blue herons building their nests and mating. The
baby herons are usually hatched in May/June.

 Cherry trees around the Tidal Basin usually start to blossom during the last week of March and
peaking at the end of March and the beginning of April. There are cherry blossoms beyond the
Tidal Basin, such as around US Capitol, National Arboretum and Kenwood Subdivision of
River Road that all worth special trips for viewing and photographing.

 Tulips usually bloom in the second half of the month. I like Brookside Gardens for this occasion.
Sherwood Gardens in Baltimore also maintains excellent tulip fields in this beautiful
subdivision.

 Azaleas are usually blooming in the last week of the month and could last for 2 weeks. The best
place for viewing is National Arboretum, a good 2-hour walk in the azalea park. Azalea Garden
at the Brighton Dam Park in Brookville also provide excellent place for walking and
photographing.



 Dogwood and Wisteria blossom about the same time as that of azalea. I like the wisterias at
Brookside while National Arboretum provides good place for dogwood beyond your
neighborhood.

May:
 Turf Valley Hot Air Balloon Festival held in mid-May in Ellicott City, MD is a newly found hot

spot for photographing beautiful colorful balloons launch.
 May is a good time to check out butterflies (Wings of Fancy) at Brookside Gardens indoor

butterfly display.
 Rose garden at Brookside is great at the end of May. It seems early because I am still used to

Massena, NY time table where tulips blossom in May and roses in June. Another good rose
garden is Dumbarton Oaks Gardens on R Street in DC, NW. where admission is charged from
mid March through end of October.

June/July:
 Water lily blossom starts in June and Lotus in July. I go to Lilypons Water Gardens for shots of

water lilies because there are a lot of different varieties and it is only 10 minutes away from my
home in Urbana. There are lotuses at Lilypons although it is in a much smaller scale as
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens in Washington, DC. Lotus blossom at Kenilworth in July is quite
a breath taking scene. The Park holds the annual lotus festival in mid July (19th for 2008) and
usually have photo contest with photos taken in the Park on the same day. In addition to lotuses
and water lilies, there are usually great blue herons, butterflies, dragonflies, bees, etc. that
provide additional photo subjects at both gardens. The best time to take shots of lotus is early in
the morning when wind is calm and morning dew on lotus and its leaves can usually add
another dimension for the image. However, I notice water lily does not usually open up until
mid-morning.



 McKee Beshers Wildlife Management Area on River Rd. annually plant in several areas of
sunflowers that bloom at the end of July. There are also a number of private sunflower fields in
Jarrettsville, MD that provides great photo opportunity in August.

 Great Blue Herons usually appear at the Great Falls from May through the summer months
looking for fish to eat. There are days you may see just a couple herons but then there could
have as much as more than a dozen some days. They are patient bird standing on the rock at the
edge of water look for fish without moving for 30 -60 minutes (more patient than I was when I
used to do some fishing). As long as you have a good telephoto lens, at least 300mm but prefer
400mm and up, you will be able to get some nice shots of heron from the overlooks on both
sides of River. However, the more challenging photos are taken when they are in flight. In order
to catch the right moment I usually set my camera at speed priority at least1/500 sec. or faster
and follow the bird as it takes off to click but to make sure the background is bright enough (i.e.
white water at the Falls) so heron will stand out in the photo image. The shape of the wings
extension of the flying heron is, of course very important also. One thing to keep in mind, don’t
bother to go after heavy rainfall, not just locally but upper Potomac River watershed, because it
makes water muddy and heron knows better they can not see fish through muddy water.

 Kayaking is another great photo subject at the Great Falls in the summer, that is if it’s your
lucky day to see these “dare devils” kayaking down the Falls.



September/October:

 Autumn is my favorite season for hiking and photo taking. There are plenty of places to go,
such as Great Falls, C&O Canal, Harpers Ferry (up to Maryland Heights Overlook to see the
entire city of Harpers Ferry and the conference of Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers), National
Antietam Battlefield, Catoctin Mountain National Park, Cunningham Falls and Shenandoah
Skyline Drive. The regional parks such as Sugarloaf Mountain, Black Hill, Lake Needwood, etc.
also provide excellent foliage scenes.

 The peak of foliage in this part of the country is usually in mid-October.
 National Arboretum holds the annual orchid show during Columbus Day weekend.

 Shooting Moonrise at Iwo Jima Memorial on Harvest Moon night has always drawn a lot of
photographers around DC area.

November:

 Misty autumn morning could happen at the Great Falls and on the certain parts of Potomac
River from late October through late November. The misty river fog phenomenon is created
due to the substantial difference of water and air temperatures. The water temperature
during this time of the year is probably in the low 60’s or high 50’s and is decreasing slowly
and when the air temperature in the morning drops suddenly to near/below freezing degree
the misty river fog will be produced. The misty conditions over the rocks of the Great Falls
with the foliage backdrop are just perfect scenes for beautiful images. The time to take these
pictures is to start about 30 minutes before the sunrise with camera setting at slow speed to
show the moving water in the River that combined with the misty fog will create beautiful
images. The photo shooting will continue throughout the time of sunrise to capture soft light
shining on the rocks.



 Susquehanna River below Conowingo Dam claims to have largest bald eagles gathering east
of Mississippi River at the end of November (up to 200) every year. A big telephoto zoom
lens will be beneficial to capture the eagles capturing fish from the river.

December:

 The month for holiday season and special flower display at National Botanic Garden and
Brookside Garden. It is also a good time to visit Washington Cathedral.

 Great opportunity to shoot night photos at the Display of Lights at Mormon Temple and the
National Christmas near the White House during Christmas season.

 There are so many memorials, monuments and buildings in DC that provide excellent photo
spots all year around. Early in the morning or at night are the best time to shoot.



In addition to the photo “hot” spots outlined above I believe there are still a lot of excellent photo spots
in the area just waiting to be discovered. For instance, I enjoy driving on the country roads in Frederick
Co. and I found the small creeks, the covered bridges, etc. were excellent photo spots in the fall. So,
friends, keep shooting and if you find a good spots go back again and again because the same object
will produce different images under different lighting condition in different season of the year.

“I love photography because it allows me to trace my footsteps as I travel in the world.
As a nature and landscape photographer, I appreciate more and more of the beautiful
surroundings – the sky, the mountain, the water, the forest, the meadow and all the
creatures God gives us on this Earth“
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